
Mohave College recently celebrated the accomplishments
of the Class of 2026. This year’s graduating class includes
921 students, with the college conferring 492 associate
degrees and 581 certificates for a total of 1,123 credentials
awarded. Among this year’s graduates are 97 Early College
students who completed college-level coursework through
dual or concurrent enrollment, collectively earning 148
associate degrees or certificates before receiving their high
school diplomas.

We are also proud of LHC administration office student
worker Jade Mitchell, who was named the 2026 recipient
of the Kathy Hodel Most Outstanding Student Award. The
honor recognizes outstanding academic achievement,
leadership, service, and perseverance and includes a
$10,000 award to support future educational goals. Jade
began her Mohave College journey through the Early
College program while attending Lake Havasu High School
and plans to continue her education at Arizona State
University majoring in neuroscience.

May 2026 was full of all the usual end-
of-year celebrations. We celebrated
nursing students with traditional
nursing pinnings, along with the
blessing of the hands.  Commencement
saw over 1,000 credentials awarded
across the county. 

Leadership seemed to be the theme of
the month. I visited Starline Elementary
for their Kid City ribbon-cutting and
witnessed all of the upcoming
elementary civic leaders. I facilitated a
public speaking workshop to the
Havasu Youth Advisory Council and
saw local teens taking civic action. I
also had the honor of talking about
leadership as the keynote speaker for
the Leadership Lake Havasu graduation.   

Summer hours are Monday - Thursday
7am - 5pm. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uiUlGzqo0EQ


One of the best parts of my job is that I get to award students scholarships. In May, Lake Havasu
High School students attended the Evening of Excellence to accept their awards. I was fortunate
enough to award students scholarships from Mohave College, Northern Arizona University’s AZ
Ahead, and Lake Havasu City Rotary (pictured below, photo credit Elijah Aston, RiverScene).

Mohave College President’s High Honors- $4,000- Daniella Fonseca, Natalie Hernandez, Elizabeth
Jauss

Mohave College Dean’s Honors- $3,000- Gianna Baca Thompson, Jaxon Carlson, Maria F. Carreras
Carballo, Izabella Devett, Shyla Foster, Lily Haynes, Roberto Jimenez, Kyra Lloyd, Kara McCoy,
Mason McKinney, Kage Mikes, Riley Turkle, Analiese Ulmer, Rylee Wade 

Mohave Academic Scholarship- $2,000- Tatum Beebe, Donna Chavez, Sophia Cheuvront, Miranda
D’Archangel, Joanna De La Cruz, Yareli Espericueta, Brandy Flores, Vanessa Garcia, La’prill
Gromall, Izzabella Hartman, Zachary Hindley, Jaylee Johnston, Kaitlyn Kyer, Isabelle Matyja,
Aurelia Romance, Katelyn Thierman, Perla Valenzuela, Brynn Whitaker, Harlo Wilcox, Andy Yang 

                                                               AZ Ahead Scholarship from Mohave to NAU-$1,000-
                                                               Miranda D’Archangel 

                                                               Lake Havasu City Rotary Club- Cassandra Alvarez $1,000, 
                                                               Abrielle Gogola $1,000, Guinevere Hagest $1,000, Addison          
                                                               Sain $1,000, Colt Weiss $1,000

I’d like to extend my heartfelt
gratitude to some recent donors
from the Lake Havasu community. 

The Lake Havasu Hospitality 
Association donated $2,000 for
scholarships for students in any
hospitality field. The Brews & Q’s
barbecue event donated $1,400 for
Adult Learner Restart Scholarships. 

If you would like to give to the
Foundation, find out more here:
https://foundation.mohave.edu/ 

 

Show Me the Money!

Donors Who Make a Difference

Jenna Lowder and Joelle
Dickinson, Hospitality
Association President

 

Jennine Ramirez (Mohave
College), Lynda
Kristoffersen (Q’s & Brews
organizer), and Sandy
Desmarteau (Mohave
College)



What I’m Reading
I attended the Empower + Elevate women’s business and wellness retreat, hosted by the Lake
Havasu Area Chamber of Commerce. One of the keynote speakers was the energetic, inspirational,
and spunky Mandy Gill. In her book Reset with Resilience, Gill shares her experiences with failure
and how to expect setbacks and reframe them as opportunities to commit to the things that really
matter and transform a setback into a comeback. 

The Havasu Youth Advisory Council gives local
students the opportunity to represent the voice of
Havasu’s youth while working alongside city and
community leaders. Members develop leadership
skills, give back to the community, and help make a
positive impact in Lake Havasu City.

I had the opportunity to work with HYAC on public
speaking in a workshop titled “Finding Your Voice.”
One of our favorite activities was power posing (seen
below). Amy Cuddy, a social psychologist, says that
using confident, open body language, called “power
posing,” can help people feel more confident and less
stressed. She encourages standing tall, taking up
space, and avoiding closed-off postures before
stressful situations like interviews or presentations.
Her idea is that acting confident physically can help
improve your mindset and presence. I encourage you
to try it!

Have You Power Posed Lately? 

As I was reading Ch. 5 “Proper Planning Beats Poor Performance,” I had to
stop and write this quote on the whiteboard in my office: [N]ormalize
temporary burnout but not long-term fatigue. If your team is anything like
mine, there are weeks of intense stress and weeks of downtime, and
knowing the downtime is coming means the times of peak stress can be
reframed as temporary burnout.  Her book reiterated something I always
share in leadership and mentoring spaces: It is so important to build in time
for rejuvenation and renewal. 

Success does not happen alone. Gill talks about participating in sports at a
young age and “how much faster we grow by asking a coach, teammates, or
parents for support.” Surround yourself with the right people, ask for help,
and give support back when you can. Sometimes this involves leaning into
discomfort and facing it head-on. With intentional support, the right
mentors, and the knowledge that we will face barriers, we can reset with
resilience and keep moving forward. 



MARK YOUR CALENDARS
For more information, please contact the office of the Dean of Student and Community
Engagement at (928) 505-3303. 

EVENT/ACTIVITY/MEETING DATE TIME LOCATION

Mohave Mondays All Mondays All day

Classes Begin (8- & 5-wk) Jun 1, 2026 All Day

Add/Drop Period Begins (8- & 5-wk) Jun 1, 2026 All Day

Bighorn Bound Jun 3, 2026 9-10AM Room 507

Bighorn Bound Jun 4, 2026 4-6PM Room 507

FAFSA Workshop Jun 8, 2026 2-4PM Room 503

Business Services Budget Information
Session- Employees

Jun 8, 2026 3:30-4:30PM Room 204

Business Services Budget Information
Session- Public

Jun 8, 2026 5:30-6:30PM Room 204

Add/Drop Period Ends (8- & 5-wk) Jun 8, 2026 All Day

Withdrawal Period Begins (8- & 5-wk) Jun 9, 2026 All Day

Bighorn Bound Jun 10, 2026 9-10AM Room 507

Board of Governor's Meeting Jun 11, 2026 9:00AM-12:00PM
(at LHC)) Room
508

Devils in the Desert Jun 11, 2026 10:00AM-12:00PM

Bighorn Bound Jun 11, 2026 4-6PM Room 507

Bighorn Bound Jun 17, 2026 9-10AM Room 507

College Closed / Juneteenth Observed Jun 18, 2026 All Day

FAFSA Workshop Jun 24, 2026 4-6PM Room 503

America's 250 Celebration Jun 25, 2026 11AM-1PM Bldg. 600

Last Day for Withdrawal (5-wk) Jun 29, 2025 All Day
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