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Prefix & Number  SOC 133 Course Title:  Sociology of Deviant Behavior 

 

Purpose of this submission: New       Change/Updated      Retire 

 

If this is a change, what is being changed? 

(Check all that apply) 

 Update Prefix           Course Description 

 Title                           Course Number 

 Format Change         Credits 

 Prerequisite               Competencies 

 Textbook 

______Reviewed Competencies-no changes                     
needed 

 

Does this course require additional fees?   No     Yes   If so, please explain.        

 

Is there a similar course in the course bank?    No         Yes (Please identify)       

 

Articulation:  Is this course or an equivalent offered at other two and four-year universities in Arizona?     No        
 Yes (Identify the college, subject, prefix, number and title:  

 
NAU: SOC 441 Deviance (Students will only receive lower division credit) 
ASU: SOC 340 The Sociology of Deviance (Students will only receive lower division departmental elective credit 
for MCC course post-2011-2012 academic year)   
UA  :  (Students will only receive department elective credit) 
  

Is this course identified as a Writing Across the Curriculum course?   No        Yes 

    
Course Textbook, Materials and EquipmentCourse Textbook, Materials and EquipmentCourse Textbook, Materials and EquipmentCourse Textbook, Materials and Equipment    

Textbook(s) Title Deviant Behavior (Current Edition) 

Author(s) Alex Thio 

Publisher Allyn & Bacon 

ISBN ISBN 13: 978-0-205-69323-8 

Barnes & Noble Price $112.20 

*Faculty may add supplemental texts as desired (to be used in support of    required textrequired textrequired textrequired text) 

Software/ 
Equipment 

StudentStudentStudentStudent    
Student resources in textin textin textin text: 

 

• Detailed charts, graphs, and in-text supplemental tables, etc. 

• End of chapter summary 

• Further Reading resources 

• Critical Thinking questions 
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Classroom equipment/technology utilized to support core learning outcomes (Internet, DVD, 
other computer-based applications, etc.) 
 
InstructorInstructorInstructorInstructor    
Register with Register with Register with Register with www.cengage.comwww.cengage.comwww.cengage.comwww.cengage.com    (provides access to the following):(provides access to the following):(provides access to the following):(provides access to the following):    

• Downloadable instructor’s manual 

• Downloadable PowerPoint presentations (Power Lecture) 

• Downloadable Test Item File & Test Banks 

    
Instructor: Instructor: Instructor: Instructor: Suggested sites of general interest:Suggested sites of general interest:Suggested sites of general interest:Suggested sites of general interest:    
Note: “Suggested Sites of Interest” section is offered as a potential resource for faculty use as it 
relates to issues being discussed in the learning unit topic. Content (particularly on those 
websites with blogs) is constantly changing and faculty members are directed to view these 
websites, gauge their suitability and content to determine how resources might best be used in 
their course. The inclusion of a resource does not constitute an endorsement on the part of MCC 

of the views expressed via the resource. 
 

 
Modality 
Check all 
that apply 

 On-ground           On-line           Hybrid           ITV           Web-enhanced 

Course AssessmentsCourse AssessmentsCourse AssessmentsCourse Assessments            

Description of Possible Course Assessments (Essays, multiple 
choice, etc.) 

1. Exams: (Objective in nature; multiple choice, fill in the 
blank, listing, describing, short answer essay, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Instructors should construct tests that 
include both objective and essay formats.  A 
scheduled midterm and final (if standard 
exams are utilized) is a minimum given the 
amount of the material. Students will 
benefit from the opportunity for additional 
exams or quizzes because of the sheer 
amount of information.   
 
Please adjust your testing methods to meet 
the needs of your current student 
population; however, please include 
questions on the course material as noted 
in the objectives and competency 
requirements.   
 
Because this constitutes writing across the 
curriculum course, instructors are strongly 
encouraged to include essay portions that 
will also count toward that assessment if no 
other activities are being offered to satisfy 
the writing assessment requirement. 
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2. Class activities  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

3. Research/Writing Assignments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Homework Assignments 
 

 

 

In support of a student-centered learning 
environment, instructors are strongly strongly strongly strongly 
encouraged to make class activities an 
integral part of overall grade assessment. 
MCC requires Participation to be a 
minimum of 15% of the overall grade. Class 
activities that get students involved and 
interacting about the subject matter have 
proven to be a very effective tool to support 
learning outcomes. 

Instructors are strongly encouragedstrongly encouragedstrongly encouragedstrongly encouraged to 
incorporate assignments that require 
students to conduct academic research 
(inquiry) and writing on topics related to 
course competencies and objectives. 
Examples might include short summary 
papers over journal articles, problem-
solving summaries, position paper on an 
issue presented in the text or lecture, a 
course portfolio on a specific social issue, 
etc. 

Instructors are strongly encouragedstrongly encouragedstrongly encouragedstrongly encouraged to 
incorporate homework (out of class activity) 
into the course.  
 
This provides students an opportunity to 
take ownership of the course material, as 
well as the opportunity to make application 
of classroom concepts to out-of-class 
situations. Homework can also serve to 
reinforce concepts covered in class. 
 

Exams standardized for this course?   No 
__ Midterm 
__ Final 
__ Other (Please specify):  
 
 
 
Where can faculty members locate or access the required 
standardized exams for this course?   
 
 

Are exams required by the department? 
___Yes   _X_ No 
If Yes, please specify: Exams are not 
mandated, but highly encouraged highly encouraged highly encouraged highly encouraged and and and and 
generally expectedgenerally expectedgenerally expectedgenerally expected as a part of the overall 
assessment of learning outcomes. 
 
If standardized exams are utilized, they will 
be on file with the Academic Chair for each 
campus. 
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Student Outcomes:  Student Outcomes:  Student Outcomes:  Student Outcomes:  Identify the general education goals for Identify the general education goals for Identify the general education goals for Identify the general education goals for 
student learning that is a component of this course.student learning that is a component of this course.student learning that is a component of this course.student learning that is a component of this course.    

    
Check all that apply:Check all that apply:Check all that apply:Check all that apply:    

    
Method of AssessmentMethod of AssessmentMethod of AssessmentMethod of Assessment    

1. Communicate effectively. 
a. Read and comprehend at a college level.   
b. Write effectively in a college setting.           

 

Course exams with essay components; 
Assignments that require reading and 
comprehension of text material as well as 
outside reading in the discipline; Formal 
papers and/or portfolios as assigned; Oral 
communication may also be stressed as a 
way to communicate what has been 
researched, read, and written via oral 
presentations. 

2. Demonstrate effective quantitative reasoning and    
problem solving skills. 

 

Faculty can engage in this general 
education goal as an option by involving 
students in journal reviews (quantitative 
reasoning), case studies (problem solving 
skills), as well as in-class activities that 
involve students in working with 
quantitative data that calls for engaging in 
critical thinking that will lead to formulating 
solutions to current issues in the discipline. 

3. Demonstrate effective qualitative reasoning skills.   
 
 

Course exams with essay components 
(calling for application of material gained by 
qualitative means such as interviews, video 
viewing, objects, etc. as well as applying 
qualitative reasoning—with the focus on 
one’s senses—to issues in the discipline). 
 

4. Apply effective methods of inquiry. 
a. Generate research paper by gathering   

information from varied sources, analyzing data 
and organizing information into a coherent 
structure.            

b. Employ the scientific method.                          
 

Formal research papers, summary papers, 
and/or portfolios requiring independent 
research on selected topics; Oral 
communication via oral presentations on 
topics of interest may also be used to share 
prepared research with other students. 
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5. Demonstrate sensitivity to diversity 
a. Experience the creative products of humanity.  
b. Describe alternate historical, cultural, global 

perspectives.                                                                           

Interactive class activities and discussions 
(with interaction also suitable to DE 
sections) on topics within the field of 
deviance and criminology. Examples might 
include (but are not limited to): Study 
patterns of crime and correction in different 
cultures around the world; Examining how 
different cultures view deviance, crime, and 
punishment within individual societies and 
circumstances; Discuss people, places, and 
events where deviance contributed to 
furthering civil rights around the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office of Instruction Use only: 

CIP Code:         

ONET Code:         

Minimum Qualifications:       
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COURSE INFORMATIONCOURSE INFORMATIONCOURSE INFORMATIONCOURSE INFORMATION    

InitiatorInitiatorInitiatorInitiator:  Social & Behavioral Sciences  

Michele Bogue, Department Chair, Course Package Lead 

Rob Bridges, Social & Behavioral Sciences 

Ruth Wentling, Social & Behavioral Sciences 

 

Date of proposal to Curriculum Sub-Committee:  April 2012  

Effective Semester/Year          Fall 2012-13         Spring ____               Summer ____ 

 

Prefix & Number: SOC 133 Full Title:   

Sociology of Deviant Behavior 

Short Title:  

Sociology of Deviant Behavior 

 

Catalog Course Description:   
Sociology of Deviant Behavior: Examines deviant behavior as it develops from human behavior in groups. The 
class investigates various theories of deviancy; how society views deviant behavior, and ascertains the point of 
views of deviant groups. (Three Hours)    
 
 

SUN  Course Number:  Not applicable at this time 

 

Credit Hours:  3 
 

Lecture Hours:  3 Lab Hours:  0 

Prerequisite(s):  Appropriate score on assessment test or successful completion of PCS 021 and TRE 089.   

Co-requisite(s):  None 
 

    
Intended Course GoalsIntended Course GoalsIntended Course GoalsIntended Course Goals    
By the end of the semester, students will be able to:By the end of the semester, students will be able to:By the end of the semester, students will be able to:By the end of the semester, students will be able to:    
    

1. Define key terms associated with the sociological study of deviant behavior. 

2. Summarize basic research methods utilized to study deviance. 

3. Differentiate between the Positivist and Constructionist approaches to deviance. 

4. Compare and contrast various theories of deviant behavior. 

5. Outline specific forms of deviant behavior in their cultural context. 

6. Explain the importance of discussing cultural diversity and its impact on the study of deviance. 
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Course Competencies and ObjectivesCourse Competencies and ObjectivesCourse Competencies and ObjectivesCourse Competencies and Objectives    
 
By the end of the semester, students willBy the end of the semester, students willBy the end of the semester, students willBy the end of the semester, students will    be able to:be able to:be able to:be able to:    
    

Competency 1 Critique various views on answering the question “What is deviance?” 
     Objective 1.1 Summarize various definitions of deviance. 
     Objective 1.2 Explain the difference between deviance and crime. 
     Objective 1.3 Summarize how differences in culture can contribute to differences in how deviance is 
defined. 
 

Competency 2 Compare and contrast various theories of deviant behavior and how research on deviance is 
conducted. 
     Objective 2.1 Summarize basic research methods utilized to study deviance. 
     Objective 2.2 Differentiate between the Positivist and Constructionist approach to deviance. 
     Objective 2.3 Outline the basic ideas associated with the following theories in the study of deviant 
behavior: 

• Free Will (Rational Choice) 

• Social Disorganization (The Chicago School) 

• Strain (Merton) 

• Differential Association 

• Social Control 

• Labeling (Interactionist) 

• Conflict (various sub-theories to include: Legal Reality, Marxist, Feminist, and Post-Modernist) 

     Objective 2.3 Compare and contrast the main approaches found within the theories outlined in Objective 
2.3 
     Objective 2.4 Analyze potential strengths and weaknesses of each theory. 
 

Competency 3 Discuss aspects of deviant behavior found in the area of interpersonal violence. 
     Objective 3.1 Explain the nature of various types of interpersonal violence: 

• Assault and Murder 

• Types of rape 

• Child physical and sexual abuse 

• Domestic violence 

     Objective 3.2 Construct potential social profiles of people who engage in various types of interpersonal 
violence (as noted in Objective 3.1).  
     Objective 3.3 Summarize key theoretical views on what causes people to engage in various types of 
interpersonal violence. 
      

Competency 4 Examine the self-destructive act of suicide as deviance. 
     Objective 4.1 Summarize various types of suicide. 
     Objective 4.2 Outline situational factors that may contribute to suicide and potential social profiles of 
those who commit suicide. 
     Objective 4.3 Summarize key sociological theories of suicide. 
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Competency 5 Explore the nature of mental disorders as forms of deviance. 
      Objective 5.1 Outline key social factors connected to mental disorders. 
      Objective 5.2 Describe societal responses to mental disorders and stigmas associated with mental 
disorders. 
      Objective 5.3 Compare and contrast various perspectives on mental disorders (medical, psychosocial, 
labeling, etc.) 
      Objective 5.4 Summarize various types of mental disorders and critique reasons why people with these 
mental disorders are considered deviant. 
      Objective 5.5 Discuss how different societies, cultures, and culture-specific norms impact how and why 
mental disorders are defined as deviant. 
 

Competency 6 Investigate sexual behaviors and deviance. 
     Objective 6.1 Survey types of heterosexual and homosexual behaviors that have historically been defined 
as deviance, to include: teen sex, extramarital sex, pornography, phone and/or cyber sex, gay and lesbian 
lifestyles, and other sexual behaviors of course interest. 
     Objective 6.2 Analyze the potential positive and/or negative impact of the behaviors surveyed in Objective 
6.1. 
     Objective 6.3 Compare and contrast various theories of homosexuality. 
     Objective 6.4 Define homophobia and explain the impact of homophobia on individuals and society. 
     Objective 6.5 Discuss how different societies, cultures, and culture-specific norms impact what sexual 
behaviors are defined as deviant. 
 

Competency 7 Examine illegal and legal drug use and abuse as deviant behaviors. 
     Objective 7.1 Compare and contrast various illegal drugs and their affect on the mind and body.     
     Objective 7.2 Explain the connection between drug use and crime. 
     Objective 7.3 Critique theories on what causes illegal drug use. 
     Objective 7.4 Summarize the affect of alcohol on the mind and body.   
     Objective 7.5 Define alcoholism and outline the typical series of events known to lead a person to 
becoming an alcoholic. 
     Objective 7.6 Critique theories on what causes alcoholism. 
     Objective 7.7 Discuss differing views on illegal drug use as deviant versus alcoholism (social acceptance, 
culture, norms, laws, etc.) 
 

Competency 8 Explore deviance in various forms non-violent crime. 
     Objective 8.1 Define various forms of non-violent crime: 

• Organized crime 

• Corporate crime 

• Occupational crime 

• Cybercrime (e.g. identity theft, gambling, cybersex, etc.) 

• Other forms of non-violent crime of interest 

     Objective 8.2 Describe specific types of deviance within various forms of non-violent crime,  
              (see Objective 8.1). 
     Objective 8.3 Analyze potential reasons for why people engage in these forms of deviance.   
     Objective 8.4 Discuss the impact of such behaviors on the individual, family, and society. 
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Competency 9 Critique views on physical disabilities and other body characteristics as deviant. 
      Objective 9.1 Analyze and critique reasons why people with physical disabilities are labeled as deviant. 
      Objective 9.2 Define the Americans with Disabilities Act and explain its importance. 
      Objective 9.3 Explore differing views on the deviancy of such physical characteristics as obesity, tattoos, 
piercings, plastic surgeries, and other body alterations. 
      Objective 9.4 Discuss how different societies, cultures, and culture-specific norms impact what physical 
characteristics are defined as deviant. 
 

Competency 10 Discuss potential new forms of deviance in society. 
      Objective 10.1 List types of behaviors or attitudes that have gained recent social attention as deviant. 
      Objective 10.2 Utilize theories on deviance to explain why such attitudes or behaviors could be 
considered as deviant. 
      Objective 10.3 Analyze the impact of various new forms of deviance in society. 
 

 


