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Proceedings 

Academic Standards, Resources and Planning 

Date:  Friday, September 26, 2014 

Time:  3:00 p.m. 

Location:  Fuzebox meeting 

Call in 928.855.7812 Ext: 3508 

 

Members: Ana Masterson, Andra Goldberg, Bree Karlin, Carolyn Hamblin, 

Christian Crowder, Dennis Leforce, Diana Stithem, Gloria Cordier, Jason Gee, Jill 

Loveless, Julie Chew, Linda Riesdorph, Lori Howell, Michael J. Kearns, Michelle 

Brehmeyer, Michelle Christensen, Peter Burgess, Robert Goodrich, Rosemarie 

LeFebvre, Shannon Sheaff, Stephanie Dieringer, Tim Mayo, Sara Brandel,  John 

Hansen, Vanja Velickovska. 

 

Attendance:  Jill Loveless, Lynne Peterson, Rosie LeFebvre, John Hansen, Nick 

Johnston, Andra Goldberg, Tim Mayo,  Dennis LeForce, Lori Howell, Sara Brandel,  

Linda Riesdorph, Stephanie Dieringer, Peter Burgess, Bree Karlin 

 

I. Announcements - Science ATF being hosted in LHC so went to Fuze meeting 

instead of ITV. Successful meeting with ASU. October 3rd will be having a BBQ to 

celebrate default rate being below 30 and debt being paid off.  October 2nd is the 

first Thursday is financial aid scholarship theme. 

 

II. Important Dates 

o September 29, 2014 (Monday) Drop week ends for 12-week courses 

o September 30, 2014 (Tuesday) Withdrawal period begins for 12-week courses 

o October 3, 2014 (Friday) Withdrawal period ends for first 8-week courses 

o October 8, 2014 (Wednesday) 45th Day FTSE (Full Time Student Equivalency) 

Determined 

o October 18, 2014 (Saturday) Last day of the first 8-week courses 

o October 20, 2014 (Monday) Start of second 8-week courses 

 Drop week begins for second 8-week courses 

o October 22, 2014 (Wednesday) Grades due for first 8-week courses 

o October 27, 2014 (Monday) Drop week ends for second 8-week courses 

 12 and 16-week classes – student evaluations of instruction begin 

o October 28, 2014 (Tuesday) Withdrawal Period begins for second 8-week courses 

o October 31, 2014 (Friday) December Graduate Applications Due 
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III. Old Business 

1. G.P.A. for placement – Update 
Members: Michelle Brehmeyer, Kata Alvidrez, Melanie Jones, Jill Loveless, and Jason Gee, Dennis 

LeForce 

Discussion/Conclusion:  

Alternative placement options: 

1. Is this for all classes? 

2. Is this only for gateway classes? 

3. Should there be a competency based structure for those who fail a portion and 

need to repeat? 

Would a combo GPA and Compass (or similar exam) work? 

Recommendation/Action:   

Follow-Up:  We are piloting STU103 classes with no pre-requisites to track 

students’ performances in the class.   MyMathTest is an alternative for math 

placement that has been implemented this fall.  We continue to research GPA for 

placement.  

 

We are piloting STU 103 and will be tracking the students to see if we can 

compare GPA and trends that would help us see if there are alternative 

placement. My Math is being used currently as an alternate placement to courses. 

 

2. Learning Centered Education– NEED TO GIVE THEM AN UPDATE 
Jill tasked the committee to craft a definition of the term Learning Centered. 

Discussion/Conclusion: MCC is a learning centered institution organized around 

effective educational practices that include collaboration, communication, critical 

thinking skills, teaching and assessment strategies, and student engagement in 

their own learning experience. Group discussed the various definitions and 

wordsmith the definition.  

Recommendation/Action:  Jill Loveless - The definition I have chosen, because of its 

comprehensive consideration of the various factors contributing to a given learning environment, 

comes from Wilmore (2006).  Following the definition, she describes what the research tells us 

about what makes a learning environment a positive one. 

A learning environment includes, but is not limited to, physical facilities and settings, types of 

students, school and community characteristics, resource availability, climate, and degrees of 

support.  Research on which issues correlate to learning and student achievement has determined 

that schools must have a safe and orderly environment, a climate of high expectations for success, 

strong instructional leadership, a clear and focused mission, an opportunity to learn and have 

appropriate time on task, frequent monitoring of student progress, and strong home-school 

relations. (p. 608) 
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The research described by the author has a distinctly K-12 feeling, particularly in the references to 

the relationship between the home and the school and frequent monitoring of progress.  

However, I would suggest that most of the other issues would correlate highly with adult 

achievement as well.  Looking at most of my own experiences in the virtual learning community 

of Capella University the word “orderly” comes immediately to mind.  The course content and 

the expectations are definitively spelled out at the onset for all courses in a logical, sequential 

manner.  In almost every case course leaders (instructors) have been experts in their fields who 

have provided strong instructional and personal support to the students.  Having access to high 

quality resources like Capella’s very comprehensive library, the various academic and self-

management tutorials, and the academic advising increases the likelihood that students will be 

successful, I would surmise.  

Although Wilmore (2006) did not allude to it in the definition given above, culture also plays an 

extremely important part in the conditions of any learning environment where there is social 

interaction between students and faculty.  In order for learners to feel that safety that correlates 

highly with student learning, a culture of connectedness and community needs to prevail in the 

learning environment, whether it is physical or virtual. 

Margaret 

References 

Wilmore, E. L. (2006). Learning environments. In F. W. English (Ed.), Encyclopedia of 

Educational Leadership and Administration (Vol. 2, pp. 607-608). Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE 

Reference. Retrieved 

from http://go.galegroup.com/ps/i.do?id=GALE%7CCX3469600355&v=2.1&u=minn04804&it=r&p

=GVRL&sw=w&asid=313af9fff1c8bd280a672232a3a32720 

Follow-Up:  AC needs to review the previous recommendation and revise with 

the goal of thinking globally beyond instructional areas. 

 

Presidents council rejected the definition due to the definition being to 

instructional driven, needs to be more institutional driven. Will bring it back to 

this group to revisit our definition to reword it to be more institutional and less 

instructional. Learning centered definition is more about ALL learning, students, 

staff, and others constantly learning.  

 

MAKE SURE JILL SENDS OUT  
 

IV. New Business  

 

1. Participation Definition – Andra Goldberg 
Discussion about a definition for “Participation” 

Discussion/Conclusion: Online and on ground definitions/practices are different. 

We need to find a common policy to lean on. The faculty overall want this and 

have run this by financial aid has agreed to it. Online requires syllabus quiz and 

http://go.galegroup.com/ps/i.do?id=GALE%7CCX3469600355&v=2.1&u=minn04804&it=r&p=GVRL&sw=w&asid=313af9fff1c8bd280a672232a3a32720
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/i.do?id=GALE%7CCX3469600355&v=2.1&u=minn04804&it=r&p=GVRL&sw=w&asid=313af9fff1c8bd280a672232a3a32720
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assignment to be done by the first week. If we moved to the same thing a student 

that did not show up on the first day of class the student would have to turn in 

the assignments prior to Sunday.  Face to face meeting to turn in assignments 

should be the end of the drop period since that is the first week. If the wording 

was changed to the end of the drop period it would cover most. This would give 

us enough flexibility without painting us into a small box. Four credit class meets 

4 days a week and if a student doesn't show up the entire time as long as they do 

the work and have the face to face meeting prior to drop date they would be ok?  

We would want to make sure that we are doing it in a way that the student 

couldn't turn it into something different. We are not addressing those students 

that show up but do not do anything at this time. At this time the focus is 

someone who has a family emergency and does not want to be dropped. This 

benefits the student not the faculty. Student can then say I showed up but didn't 

do an assignment so you can't drop me. This takes the instructors choice out, it is 

"one of the following" statements that would apply. Would need clarification in 

the sciences courses because of the lecture/lab situation. Collaborate students 

could listen to the lecture and complete the course if they were unable to attend 

the day of the lecture? Collaborate classes would focus more on number 2 a 

graded assignment and talk to the instructor. The flexibility should be left up to 

the faculty on dropping students, goal is to make it simple and the rule of being in 

seat or dropped would be replaced with active participation rule.  

Recommendation/Action:  Completes and.....period of said class.  

Concern was about why we have current policy with statistics of students that 

miss the first day, students are more likely to be unsuccessful in the class. 

Rebuttal that it would still give students the opportunity to still be successful. 

Consensus is to take this idea to the Presidents council for future discussion. 

Follow-Up:  Revisions made and sent to Amy Curly for Presidents Council 

meeting. 

 
2. Student Learning Initiatives Report– Rosemarie LeFebvre   

Discussion/Conclusion: Change item to Assessment Committee Report. First 

meeting was in August and there are a number of faculty who have agreed to 

serve on the committee. Waiting on feedback. Management council session is 

paused and no action was requested at this time. 

Recommendation/Action:   

Follow-Up:   

 

3. Attendance – Ana Masterson 
Discussion on attendance taking consequences. 



MCC Form ADM 0031(Rev 09/18/09) 

Discussion/Conclusion: Tabled to next meeting. 

Recommendation/Action:   

Follow-Up:   

 

4. Permission to Override or Waive Pre-requisite– Jill Loveless  

Discussion/Conclusion: This form has been used in the past. It is assumed that 

when there was a major initiative to migrate documents from one format to the 

fillable form this form may have been lost. The question is what the approval 

process should be. There is a form that some have used that was never retired by 

any group. Spring we were doing a major migration to SharePoint. Typo in form 

to needs to be changed to "to". Paper trail would be appreciated because student 

services are unable to track who has said ok to things in the past. Add Section C 

back to the document because Arizona Revised Statutes 15-1410. Credit and 

noncredit courses States 

A. Courses offered for credit shall satisfy at least one of the following 

purposes and requirements: 

1. Credit courses shall satisfy one or more of the following purposes: 

(a) Qualify students for a community college certificate or degree. 

(b) Be acceptable for transfer to a regionally accredited public or 

private college or university. 

(c) Prepare students with skills to seek entry level jobs in the field of 

specialization. 

(d) Improve the student's job skills or prepare the student for 

promotion in fields of employment. 

(e) Provide skills necessary for success in other college courses. 

(f) Provide continuing education and lifelong learning. 

2. A credit course shall satisfy all of the following requirements: 

(a) A formal course outline that defines the objectives and content of 

the course shall be on file and available for audit. 

(b) Students shall be evaluated and given a grade based on their 

mastery of the objectives and content of the course. 

(c) Faculty teaching the course shall meet the standards set by the 

district to teach in the subject area of the course. 

(d) The credits awarded for completion of the course shall be based on 

the effort required of, and the competencies gained by, the students in 

accordance with policies adopted by the district governing board. 

(e) Before enrollment in the course, students shall have achieved 

prerequisite competencies as defined in the syllabus or approved 

course guidelines. 

(f) The course shall have been developed using the district's formal 

curriculum review procedure. 

(g) The course shall have an evaluation component. The results of this 

evaluation shall be used for the purposes of formative and summative 

evaluation by the institution. 
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(h) A district board may adopt policies that allow students to receive 

credit through a variety of other means, including national 

standardized examinations and credit by evaluation or examination. 

B. Noncredit courses are courses that do not meet the criteria established in 

subsection A. Noncredit courses shall be the financial responsibility of the 

district. It was suggested that we bring back section C.  There are times 

when SS will put course overrides into EX.  

Recommendation/Action:  Appending changes will be sent upward to President’s 

Council. 

Follow-Up:  Fix the course requisites to a fillable box. 

 

 

V. Future Goals and Projects - (discussion) 

1. President Kearns tasked the committees to look into any policies or procedures 

that block the success of our students. 

Discussion/Conclusion:  Continue to look for items and if you have any please let 

Christian know so we can put them on the agenda for the next meeting. 

 Recommendation/Action:  

Follow-Up:  Report any barriers created by procedures that create a block to our 

student’s success. 

A. Cohort Scheduling -  

B. Alternative Financial Aid Structure -  

C. Must Go Classes -  

D. 8 Week and Late Start Classes for PCS or Other Programs –  

 

VI. Adjournment 
Next Academic Standards Meeting will be on October 24, 2014 at 2:30 p.m. 


