
3.B - Core Component 3.B

The institution demonstrates that the exercise of intellectual inquiry and the acquisition, application,
and integration of broad learning and skills are integral to its educational programs.

1. The general education program is appropriate to the mission, educational offerings, and degree
levels of the institution.

2. The institution articulates the purposes, content, and intended learning outcomes of its
undergraduate general education requirements. The program of general education is grounded
in a philosophy or framework developed by the institution or adopted from an established
framework. It imparts broad knowledge and intellectual concepts to students and develops skills
and attitudes that the institution believes every college-educated person should possess.

3. Every degree program offered by the institution engages students in collecting, analyzing, and
communicating information; in mastering modes of inquiry or creative work; and in developing
skills adaptable to changing environments.

4. The education offered by the institution recognizes the human and cultural diversity of the
world in which students live and work.

5. The faculty and students contribute to scholarship, creative work, and the discovery of
knowledge to the extent appropriate to their programs and the institution’s mission.

Argument
MCC’s general education program emphasizes breadth of knowledge and academic skills to
complement the depth of knowledge students acquire in their individual major.  Course packages and
assessments are mapped to the General Education Philosophy. The general education curriculum is
designed to provide students with the following:

Aesthetic Sensibilities:  An appreciation of creative expression in the world around us.
Communication Skills:  The ability to effectively convey meaning through various media on
both personal and professional levels.
Critical Thinking Skills and Problem‐Solving: The ability to analyze data and arrive at logical
and defensible conclusions.  
Cultural Diversity and Global Awareness:  An appreciation of relationships and differences in
values, customs, and norms of diverse global communities.  
Techniques of Inquiry:  Use of standardized methodological framework to collect, analyze,
interpret, and present findings.
Technological Competency:  A proficiency in evolving technology to compete and flourish in
society.

Each associate of arts, associate of business, and associate of science degrees has a general education
core which includes a range of foundational courses that transfer to all public Arizona universities
and ensure MCC students receive a comprehensive education. The associate of applied science
and associate of general studies degrees each include a minimum of 15 hours of general education
courses that introduce foundational skills needed and desired by employers and employees.

MCC supports a Writing Across the Curriculum program to enhance student achievement. General
education courses require the integration of writing and the writing process. Additionally, each
department is required to participate in Writing Across the Curriculum by selecting one course per
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discipline for the integration of writing and the writing process to promote intellectual inquiry and
writing skills. 

The AZTransfer Steering Committee is a coordinating body of the statewide articulation and transfer
system as referenced by Arizona Revised Statutes, 15-1824. The purpose of AZTransfer is to provide
oversight of curricular alignment among Arizona’s public post-secondary institutions and to ensure
that students are appropriately prepared and have the support services required to complete college
degrees and certificates. With the AZTransfer statement of values as common ground, the Arizona
public community colleges and universities have agreed upon a common structure for a transfer
general education curriculum. This articulation program provides students attending any Arizona
public community college with the opportunity to build a general education curriculum that is
appropriately rigorous and transferable throughout the state. Transferability of general education
courses completed at MCC is enhanced by this state-wide articulation effort known as the Arizona
General Education Curriculum (AGEC), which has a 35-credit certificate as its foundation. Students
may select from three AGEC options depending on their transfer goals: AGEC-A, for liberal arts
majors, AGEC-B for business, or AGEC-S for math and science. Students’ course selections within
core and distribution areas are guided by course designations in the core areas, which assure the goals
of the general education program are met.

AZTransfer coordinates discipline specific Articulation Task Forces (ATF) to address course transfer
and equivalency issues. ATFs meeting at least one annually to discuss transfer, curriculum, and
articulation issues. Each institution with courses/programs that transfer into corresponding
baccalaureate degrees designates a representative to represent the college. MCC is fully committed
and provides resources for attendance at all ATF meetings.

Each Arizona public university will admit all undergraduate applicants who are residents of Arizona
and who complete the Arizona General Education curriculum (AGEC-A, AGEC-B, or AGEC-S) and
have a minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.5 or have an associate or higher degree from a
regionally accredited institution of higher education and have a minimum 2.00 on a 4.00 = A scale.
Students who complete MCC’s Associate of Arts, Business, and Science fulfill the first two years of a
bachelor’s degree.  MCC also has articulation and transfer agreements with fifteen other universities

The curriculum packages for each course outline the purpose, content, and the learning outcomes.
Course packages are peer reviewed by cross discipline faculty members prior to being submitted to
the Curriculum, Academic Standards, and Assessment Committee for approval. (See Core Component
3.A) 

Faculty engage students in collecting, analyzing, and communicating information in a variety of
courses and programs. College coursework is designed to create challenging scenarios and learning
environments that replicate work-like situations so that students can apply their skills. Students
completing an AGEC or associate of arts, business, or science degree are required to take two
laboratory science courses where they perform a variety of experiments and create lab reports.  Some
programs, such as business computer information systems, require students to complete an internship
experience as a capstone course.  Many of the career and technical education programs as well as the
allied health programs prepare students for industry certifications.  Programs with clinical experiences
require students to complete assignments such as "end of shift" reports, case studies on patients cared
for that day, or mock charting of clinical notes.  Other programs such as welding participate in student
competitions like Welding Thunder where students are required to complete a project to specifications
and are judged on adherence performed to the requirements and craftsmanship. Arts and humanities is
also embedded in the general education curriculum to provide students with the opportunity to engage
in creative inquiry and expression through study of the arts, creative writing, and exposure to
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literature.

The MCC General Education Philosophy goals are incorporated into competencies of general
education courses that are required in every associate degree offered by the college. For example,
General Biology I (BIO 181) includes the course goal “Communicate orally and in written form using
appropriate biology concepts and terms” which is mapped to General Education Philosophy outcome
number two which states “Communication Skills:  The ability to effectively convey meaning through
various media on both personal and professional levels.” Each course maps the intended learning
goals to the General Education Philosophy student learning goals.

Mohave Community College recognizes the human and cultural diversity of the world in which we
live and work by including cultural diversity and global awareness as a tenet of the General Education
Philosophy and requiring it as a component of the general education core of every degree. This
competency stresses the importance of students developing an appreciation of relationships and
differences in values, customs, and norms of diverse global communities.

The following diversity statement is on every course syllabus:

Diversity Statement: Mohave Community College is committed to providing equal employment
opportunity, educational opportunity, and advancement to individuals without regard to race, color,
religion, gender, national origin, age, mental or physical disability, sexual orientation, veteran status,
or any other legally protected class in any of its policies, practices, or procedures. Respecting the
diversity of life experiences, we seek to celebrate the unique characteristics of all faculty, staff,
students and community members. The college shall promote equal opportunity and treatment on a
continuing basis through a positive and ongoing affirmative action program. 

MCC’s Strategic Plan emphasizes the importance of the college as an advocate and resource for
cultural activities for our communities. These activities involve creation of opportunities in fine and
performing arts, educational lecture series and an appreciation of diverse world communities and
traditions.  Community members are invited to campus events such as a holocaust survivor speaking
about his experience as a young boy in the Auchwitz concentration camp. This presentation was
broadcast from the Kingman Campus to the other three campuses. The Bullhead City Campus
recently held a Day of the Dead Event highlighting student artwork, regional cuisine from the culinary
students, and cultural presentations/songs from the Elementary Spanish I students. Participants
learned about a variety of subjects such as: Panama, the symbolism of the flag of Mexico, the
Flamenco dance, the history of face-painting, traditions surrounding "Day of the Dead," vaqueros,
paper flowers, and "bread of the dead." (See Core Component 1.C)

MCC faculty are not required to participate in research and scholarship, but many faculty are involved
in such endeavors.  For example, biology faculty have been involved in research regarding pollinator
sharing between plant species.  English faculty have published reviews of educational publications for
use in the classroom in journals such as “The Journal of American Culture.”  Many faculty have
reviewed educational textbooks as subject matter experts in areas such as dental assisting, computer
information science, mathematics, nursing assistant, and physiology education.

A Weather Station was funded by the MCC mini grant issued by the MCC Foundation. Faculty and
students use the weather information in various areas of classroom research.

Mohave Community College hosts a wide variety of educational events showcasing the work of
students, include microbiology students presenting “The Pathogen Project” to educate the public
about the most common and emerging infectious diseases. Additionally, biology students researched
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and wrote content for a flyer designed to educate citizens and medical personnel about the Ebola
virus. The class worked with the Mohave County Department of Health to ensure the flyer was
accurate and communicated important messages about the virus. 

At Mohave Community College each campus offers art classes such as drawing, painting, ceramics,
metal works, and jewelry. Annually, each campus hosts art exhibits to showcase student’s work. The
events are opened to the community.
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