
2.D - Core Component 2.D

The institution is committed to freedom of expression and the pursuit of truth in teaching and
learning.

Argument
Mohave Community College embraces a tradition of freedom of expression and truth in teaching and
learning. In support of academic freedom, the College, through established policy and procedure,
upholds the right of an instructor to interpret his/her findings and communicate his conclusions in the
pursuit of truth within the course and scope of the instructor's assigned curriculum free from any
interference, molestation, or fear of penalty because his conclusions may disagree with those of
individuals, constituted authorities, or organized groups outside the college.

The policy and procedure also emphasize a corresponding responsibility to, within an instructor’s
assigned curriculum, study, investigate, present and interpret, and discuss facts and ideas in all
branches and fields of knowledge. Since human knowledge is limited and changeable, the instructor is
expected to respect opinions held by others while striving to avoid bias and present conclusions to
which he/she believes the evidence points. Faculty have access to academic freedom and free
speech professional development materials through Mohave's Center for Excellence in Teaching and
Learning (CELT).  CELT facilitates access to online trainings and seminars through Magna Commons
and The Sloan Consortium. The college also provides access to multiple academic journal databases
with wide and various scopes to help foster the passage of information to all instructors and students.

To support these principles, the administration of the college and the Governing Board will at all
times demonstrate their support by actively and openly working toward a climate which will foster
this freedom. Such participation will extend to the point of defending and supporting any faculty
member who, while in the course and scope of performing his/her assigned duties, and maintaining
the high standards of his/her profession within the instructor's assigned curriculum, finds his/her
freedom of expression attacked or curtailed.

Mohave Community College also supports the academic freedom of the student to express and to
defend his/her views and beliefs and the freedom to differ, without authoritative repression and
without scholastic penalty by the faculty or the college. The MCC Student Handbook clearly states
that Mohave Community College recognizes that all students, as members of the college community,
enjoy the freedom of speech and assembly, freedom of association, freedom of the press, right of
petition, and the right of due process. These rights do not come without responsibilities and respect
for others in the college community. MCC acknowledges that in the course of discussion, debate, and
classroom lectures, individuals may find certain topics disagreeable or uncomfortable. 

The college supports, through policy, the rights of individuals, faculty, staff and student organizations
to demonstrate, provided such activities do not disrupt normal activities.  These rights do not come
without responsibilities and respect for others in the College community. Attendance at MCC is a
privilege and not a right, and enrollment at MCC carries with it obligations in regard to conduct, both
in and out of the classroom.The College will not condone behavior that violates the freedom of
speech, choice, assembly, or movement of other individuals or organizations.
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Sources

Academic Freedom Professional Development
PPM_2.025_Academic Freedom
PPM_3.050_Demostrations on Campus

Mohave Community College - AZ - Assurance Argument - 1/3/2017

Page 2


